
 

  Ad   Hominem   Argument:   Stick   It   To   the   Man!  
 

Ad   Hominem   Argument:   Worksheet  
Directions:   In   the   scenarios   below,   choose   the   answer   that   is   an   ad   hominem.   Identify   what  
subcategory   it   belongs   to   (abusive,   guilt   by   association,   circumstantial,   or   tu   quoque).   Then  
provide   a   possible   retort   the   speaker   could   use   to   disprove   their   attacker’s   argument.  
 
1.   Marissa   is   trying   to   convince   Gaby   to   get   a   pet   dog.   “You’d   love   the   companionship,”   she  
says.   “They’re   very   friendly.”  

A. “If   they’re   so   great,   why   don’t   you   have   one,   Marissa?   You’re   always   saying   how  
lonely   you   are.”  

B. “I   wouldn’t   feel   safe   leaving   it   alone   in   my   apartment   during   my   work   shifts.”  
C. “Marissa,   I’m   more   of   a   cat   person   and   you   can’t   change   my   mind.”  

 
 
 
 
2.   Wendy   is   showing   Peter   different   wedding   rings   he   could   buy   his   fianc é .   “Oh,”   she  
exclaims,   pointing   at   one   through   the   glass,   “she’ll    love    this!   It’s   simple,   yet   elegant.”  

A. “Wendy,   I   know   you’re   still   mad,   but   making   me   bankrupt   isn’t   going   to   help   the  
situation.”  

B. “It’s   kind   of   pricey,   Wendy,   and   no   offense,   but   you   do   get   paid   by   commission,  
correct?”  

C. “I’m   not   sold   on   the   style,   Wendy.   All   her   other   rings   are   anything   but   elegant.”  
 
 
 
 
3.   Kaito   knocks   on   Shuichi’s   door.   “Come   on,   let’s   go   for   a   run!”  

A. “I’d   rather   do   literally   anything   else,   Kaito.   No   thanks.”  
B. “The   last   person   who   made   me   run   was   Mr.   Sento.   Do   you   want   to   end   up   like   him,  

Kaito,   crying   in   the   gymnasium   at   four   in   the   afternoon?”  
C. “...   I’m   not   home   right   now.”  

 
 
 
 
4.   Gwen   is   playing   rather   loud   music   from   her   room.   Miles   timidly   asks,   “Could   you   turn   it  
down   a   little?”  

A. “Sure   thing,   Miles.   Right   after   this   song.”  
B. “Miles,   what   did   you   say?   I   can’t   hear   you.”  
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C. “You’re   not   my   dad,   Miles.   Stop   trying   to   control   my   life.”  
 
 
 
 
5.   Sarah   takes   out   some   leftovers   from   the   fridge.   “So,   Connor,”   she   starts,   trying   to   keep  
her   tone   neutral,   “want   to   tell   me   what   you’re   doing   back   so   late?”  

A. “Since   when   do   you   care   what   I   do   in   my   free   time?”  
B. “No.”  
C. “I   was   contemplating   my   place   in   the   universe   and   realizing   with   growing   horror  

how   infinitesimal   the   lives   of   myself   and   everyone   I   care   about   are   in   the   grand  
scheme   of   it.”  

 
 
 
 
6.   Kay   looked   at   Jayden’s   room.   “Dude,   you   really   need   to   clean   up.   This   place   looks   like   a  
dump.”  

A. “How   dare   you.   This   is   bonfire   chic   at   its   finest.”  
B. “Like   you’re   one   to   talk.   Your   room   looks   like   a   raccoon   lives   there.”  
C. “I   was   going   to,   but   then   I   lost   track   of   time   and   you   were   already   here.”  

 
 
 
 
7.   “I   think   we   should   do   a   bake   sale!”   Laurel   suggests.   “What   do   you   think,   Claire?”  

A. “I   think   you’re   just   pitching   this   idea   because   Stacey   has   a   sweet   tooth   and   you   want  
to   impress   her.”  

B. “Laurel,   when   has   a   single   bake   sale   actually   raised   money?”  
C. “We   can’t   save   bread   from   getting   burned.   I   don’t   think   either   of   us   can   bake.”  

 
 
 
 
8.   Tommy   turns   to   Jason.   “I   know   I   haven’t   given   you   much   reason   to   trust   me   lately,   but   I  
have   an   idea   on   how   to   fix   this.”  

A. “It’s   my   fault   we’re   in   this   mess   now,   so   I   have   to   be   the   one   to   fix   this,   not   you,  
Tommy.”  

B. “You’ve   been   acting   like   that   witch   Rita   lately   -   of   course   I   don’t   trust   you!”  
C. “Fine.   We’ll   work   together   this   once,   Tommy,   but   then   I’m   never   talking   to   you   again.  
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Ad   Hominem   Argument:   Worksheet   Answer   Key  
Directions:   In   the   scenarios   below,   choose   the   answer   that   is   an   ad   hominem.   Identify   what  
subcategory   it   belongs   to   (abusive,   guilt   by   association,   circumstantial,   or   tu   quoque).   Then  
provide   a   possible   retort   the   speaker   could   use   to   disprove   their   attacker’s   argument.  
 
 
1.   A.   Tu   quoque.   Explanations   will   vary.  
2.   B.   Circumstantial.   Explanations   will   vary.  
3.   B.   Guilt   by   association.   Explanations   will   vary.  
4.   C.   Abusive.   Explanations   will   vary.  
5.   A.   Abusive.   Explanations   will   vary.  
6.   B.   Tu   quoque.   Explanations   will   vary.  
7.   A.   Circumstantial.   Explanations   will   vary.  
8.   B.   Guilt   by   association.   Explanations   will   vary.  

 


