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Pavlov's Dog Experiment: For Whom The Bell Tolls

Pavlov's Dog: Lesson Plan

Classical conditioning, a learning process discovered by Russian physiologist lvan Pavloy,
occurs when an environmental stimulus which is not biologically-wired to get a certain
response is repeatedly paired with a natural stimulus that is biologically-wired to get a
response. After several repetitions of first presenting the environmental stimulus and
then the natural stimulus to an animal, that organism will now give a response even
when only presented with the environmental stimulus.

Possible subjects/classes Time needed

Psychology
e Neurobiology
Economics/Marketing

30-45 minutes

Video link:

https://academy4sc.org/topic/pavlovs-dog-experiment-for-whom-the-bell-tolls/

Objective: What will students know/be able to do at the end of class?

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
e Define unconditioned stimulus, unconditioned response, neutral stimulus,
conditioned stimulus, and conditioned response
e Explain the separate stages of classical conditioning
e Identify real-life situations where classical conditioning is occurring

Key Concepts & Vocabulary

Stimulus
Response
unconditioned stimulus

unconditioned response
neutral stimulus
conditioned stimulus



https://academy4sc.org/topic/pavlovs-dog-experiment-for-whom-the-bell-tolls/
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conditioned response

Materials Needed

N/A

Before you watch

Turn & Talk

Do you think that every person’s habits, talents, personality, and likes and dislikes, are
simply innate, or are these traits the result of his/her upbringing and environment? Turn
to a partner, share your answer and explain your thinking.

While you watch

Matching
1. Unconditioned stimulus a. Dog drooling before experiment
2. Unconditioned response b. Food
3. Neutral stimulus c. Metronome after experiment
4. Conditioned stimulus d. Metronome before experiment
5. Conditioned response e. Dog drooling after experiment

After you watch/discussion questions

1. Let's say that you want to train your dog to salivate whenever you clap your
hands. Explain the steps of how you might do this - be sure to mention what
the unconditioned stimulus, unconditioned response, conditioned stimulus,
and conditioned response are!

2. Now you want to train your dog to cower whenever you clap your hands.
Explain the steps of how you might do this - be sure to mention what the
unconditioned stimulus, unconditioned response, conditioned stimulus, and
conditioned response are!

3. What is one possible real life application of classical conditioning?

Activity Ideas
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1. Students design a classical conditioning experiment that they can test out
at home or school

2. Students think of a present a way that classical conditioning could be used
in order to make the world a better place.

Sources/places to learn more

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gSqWiTG-02Y
This video is only about six minutes long and it gives a lot of important definitions and
background information that will help you understand classical conditioning.
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